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The Role of the Audiovisual Control Authority in the Media Work Ethics in Algeria
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Abstract

A State cannot claim to be a democracy if it does not respect its citizens’ rights and freedoms, the
most important of which is freedom of expression and the right to information from various means
and entities. The right to information is embodied in the citizen’s right to fully and objectively be
aware of the facts and opinions which are of interests to the society at the national and international
levels. Besides, the right to participate in the media to exercise of fundamental freedoms in thought,
opinion and expression, in return, however, journalists must be enabled to access to the information
source. Embodying this, article 50 of the amended Algerian Constitution of 2016 states that:
"Freedom of the written, audiovisual and network media is guaranteed and is not restricted by any
form of beforehand censorship. This freedom cannot be used to infringe others’ dignity, freedoms
and rights. “The dissemination of information, ideas, images and opinions is freely and legally
guaranteed within the framework of the law and respect for the nation's constants values and its
religious, moral and cultural values.” The media, especially the audiovisual, plays a key role in
bringing about communication between the authorities and the citizen. Moreover, it plays a pivotal
role in shaping and guiding the public opinion, and in order not to mislead it, this sector has been
subject to censorship by the Audiovisual Authority. Allah Almighty says in an airtight download, “O
you who believe, if a wicked man comes to you, and you will find that you will strike some people
with foolishness, and you will be become what you have done to be oppressors.”
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